
XXVI ORDINARY SUNDAY YEAR A (106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees) 

Our lives have been hit for more than six months, shattered by an unprecedented 

health crisis. "This time it is not the hour of oblivion," said the Pope. May the crisis we 

face not make us forget so many other emergencies that bring with them the suffering 

of so many people. "In this context, the World Day of Migrants and Refugees offers us 

the opportunity to grasp as never before the harshest situation of those whose lives 

have been so disrupted by dramatic events that they have been" forced to flee as Jesus 

Christ" 

God does not forget his children thrown into the streets of exile.                    In Christ, 

the Eternal Son who came into our flesh, we perceive the Father's concern for those 

who must flee from dramatic situations. Forced by Herod's cruelty to flee to Egypt 

with his parents from an early age, Jesus reveals to us that the Father does not abandon 

his Son in his flight. Warned in a dream, Joseph is guided into his exile, as in his return 

exodus, because "from Egypt I called my Son". We believe that God does not play with 

our weaknesses to compel or guide us from fear. We believe that he is Father, who 

accompanies our vulnerability, who wants to open our eyes to be able to convert our 

hearts and find life in him. 

In today's Gospel, as the hour of his passion draws near, Jesus confronts the high 

priests and elders of the people who take offense at seeing him acclaimed as prophet 

and messiah in the temple. Jesus' answer comes in a short parable: a man had two 

sons. We would readily recognize ourselves in a son who would say "yes" and who 

would do the will of his father, but the latter is absent from the parable. 

How to recognize his blindness when he is persuaded, by his office and his religious 

erudition, to know the will of God better than anyone else? "Tax collectors and 

prostitutes precede you into the Kingdom of God."  

The tax collectors and prostitutes Jesus spoke of had led a life without God. At the 

word of John the Baptist, they changed their minds, repented and changed their lives. 

They said "no" to God and then changed their minds to do His will. Stuck in their 

hardening, they say "Lord" but they do not do the Father's will and become murderers. 

How long does it take for the first child to repent and go to the vineyard? How long 

does it take for the stubborn, hardened ones we sometimes are to see our sin and go to 

God's forgiveness that is offered to us? But God is patient with us. He knows our flaws 

and our empty words, awaits our repentance in action. Day after day, Sunday after 

Sunday, the Lord joins us through his word. Believing is not just observing, but 

obeying the Father's loving will. It requires changing your mind, letting go of our 

prejudices and our ideas; keeping up with the gospel takes time. 



We become aware of the geographical, human and spiritual journey undertaken by 

economic, political or medical exiles. Pope Francis tells us in his Message on the 

displaced that we must "know them to understand them". For this, we must meet 

them, listen to their history, their suffering, their hope and their will to live. 

Through each story we can discover a drama, a crisis, a conflict, an anguish that led to 

an escape into the unknown with the risk of facing great dangers. 

This year, the health crisis we are going through can help us feel the tragedy of 

migrants and displaced people with less coldness and distance. 

As the Pope says in his Message, "we will be able to understand that this 

precariousness that we have experienced in the suffering due to the pandemic is a 

constant element in the lives of the displaced". 

 

We could feel the pain of being separated from our loved ones and of fearing for their 

health, we felt the weight of the deprivation of our freedom to move, work, and 

celebrate our faith together. 

These exiles and displaced people are waiting to find on their way those who risk 

meeting, listening, serving and sharing. Let us be inspired by all those who took the 

risk in the service of their brothers affected by Covid-19, doctors and health workers, 

employees or volunteers. Let us listen to Christ's call to give a worthy life to these 

brothers of his, who had to flee their land and became, like himself, exiled. Don't think 

of this as an assistantship. It is a question of promoting displaced persons, making 

them responsible and actors in their integration, through access to language and work. 

If the Lord has guided their steps towards us, is it not to call us to work for the 

Kingdom? 

It probably takes time to repent and go to work in the Father's vineyard, to serve the 

community where one grows in God's life, and to esteem others who are more 

advanced than us in the ways of the Kingdom. We all need to be led to Christ; may our 

brothers in exile help us to hear him "teach us his way". 

 


