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If in the time of the Lord there had been modern institutions that protect the 

rights of workers, surely they would have found a valid foothold to contest the 

work of the owner of the vineyard against the workers called to work there. The 

first to be called to work all day rightly say: "we have endured the weight of the 

day and the heat". The last ones worked only for a few hours, but the 

remuneration is the same for everyone. Here we discover once again that our 

evaluations do not correspond to those of God: He warned us: "My thoughts are 

not your thoughts; your ways are not my ways". The fundamental reason for the 

difference in judgment and evaluation derives from the fact that God is infinite 

in his perfections and we are very limited in our visions. God knows how to 

perfectly combine justice and love, fairness and benevolence, judgment and 

mercy. Surely he does not measure the reward on the income from our shares or 

the return we have obtained from them. Rather, he sees our willingness to accept 

his divine solicitations at any time they arrive and this is already a reason for him 

to give us the full reward. To the workers of the first hour who protest because 

they consider themselves victims of a grave and evident injustice: «The Master, 

replying to one of them, saying: Friend, I am not doing you wrong. Didn't you 

agree with me for a denari? Take yours and go; but I also want to give the latter 

as much as you. Can't I do what I want with my things? Or are you envious 

because I am good? ». Yes, we risk, under the pretext of affirming our human 

and limited concept of justice, of challenging God's goodness and magnanimity. 

We risk being envious because he is good. Something similar happens when the 

Father, after having welcomed the prodigal son, who has badly dissipated all his 

substances, the Father welcomes him with open arms and organizes a big party 

for him, which however arouses the indignation of the elder brother. He too 

unjustly considers himself the victim of obvious discrimination. 

God in his infinite goodness makes of his goods what he wants and therefore it 

may happen that the last become the first if they have responded with full 

availability to his invitation. It is therefore important to be ready and available at 

any hour of our long day because he, the Lord, passes and knocks on the door of 

the heart of every man to make our life productive and fruitful. 


