
Dear Parishioners,  

 

You may have heard that the Quebec government has authorized the reopening of places 

of worship as of June 22, now permitting public gatherings of up to 50 people.  

 

In addition, we have recently received guidelines from the Archdiocese regarding the 

steps to take in order to reopen our church in a safe, secure manner.  

 

While the procedures suggested by the Archdiocese will be our guide to re-opening, like 

all parishes, we faceour own challenges and need to adopt our own timeline 

forwelcoming parishioners back, while respecting the guidelines. Be assured that our first 

priority will be to ensure your personal safety by implementing the necessary health and 

security measures. 

 

At this stage, our Deconfinement Committee is accessing how to implement the safety 

guidelines in keeping with the needs, resources and character of our parish.   

 

The guidelines also recommend a gradual re-opening, beginning with making the church 

available for private personal prayer and offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation, before 

conducting public services. 

 

Please be assured that we will make every effort to keep you informed of our plan of 

action. If you have any question or you would like to join our volunteer team that will 

prepare the reopening and maintaining of our church for public access, please contact the 

parish secretariat (telephone: 514-387-9503 or email: magyarplebania@videotron.ca ). 

 

Adjusting to life under the threat of COVID-19 during these past few months has not 

been easy for any of us. But despite our physical separation from one another, I remain 

confident and united to you in spiritual communion.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support and co-operation as we begin our phase of gradual 

“deconfinement.” 

 

Licskó, Szabolcs 

Pastor 

Deconfinement Committee: 

Szabolcs Licskó, pastor 

Christopher Bede 

István Edvi  

Ferenc József Paulusz  
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“DECONFINEMENT” PROTOCOL FOR THE ARCHDIOCESE OF 

MONTREAL 

June 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

Plagued for several months now by the ravages of the COVID-19 pandemic, the world is 

beginning to prepare, with anticipated hope, for a return to normal life. However, it 

requires patience, a degree of restraint, and must proceed gradually. The Church at the 

diocesan level faces the same challenge and, in addition to carefully planning a 

“deconfinement” strategy, also wants its Christian communities to be well prepared so 

that when the time comes, they can proceed with the gradual resumption of liturgical and 

pastoral activity, according to the following schedule and in compliance with the 

government-issued directives, adapted to check the progress of the epidemic.  

 

PHASE I:  

Opening church doors for individual, personal prayer. Church doors may be opened to 

welcome the faithful for personal prayer, adoration the Blessed Sacrament or to receive 

the sacrament of Reconciliation. Meanwhile, Mass celebrations and other pastoral 

ministries, through digital technology, should continue to be offered virtually.  

 

PHASE II:  

Events held “in camera” While maintaining PHASE I-level of operations, liturgical and 

pastoral activities may be offered “in camera” (privately), in compliance with the general 

and specific public-health conditions in force.  

 

PHASE III:  

Open events, with restricted access While maintaining PHASE I-level of operations, it 

will be possible to offer public liturgical and pastoral activities, but limiting the number 

of participants to the maximum set by government norms, in compliance with the general 

and specific public-health conditions in force.  

 

PHASE IV:  

A return to regular pastoral and liturgical life While continuing to offer online options for 

some celebrations and other pastoral activities, all services and activities that operated 

before confinement may resume. To proceed through these different phases, both 

patience and, above all, strict adherence to the guidelines applicable to each stage of 

“deconfinement” are absolutely necessary. Various places of worship within the diocese 

(i.e. parishes, missions, chapels, oratories, etc.) will soon receive the "Diocesan 

Guidelines" issued by the Archbishop, and the "Implementation Guide" to facilitate the 

“deconfinement” process successfully within the Archdiocese of Montreal.  


